


	 High Cotton Special Issues. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 Spotlighting winners of the Farm Press High Cotton awards:  In-depth profiles of growers who make top cotton yields while    
                             helping to protect the environment. Plus bonus distribution at the Beltwide Cotton Conference.
	
	 WORLD AG EXPO MAGAZINE . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 The only official Expo magazine. An in-depth preview of the World Ag Expo events, exhibitors and the latest scientific and
	 technological innovations will be featured. Distributed to over 75,000 key farmers, ranchers and dairymen prior to the Expo
	 in February.

	 WORLD AG EXPO SHOW GUIDE. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 The official "At-The-Show guide" to all the happenings at the 3-day event, including listings and locations of all the exhibitors
	 plus the official World Ag Expo map. Distributed at the show gates, the Show Guide helps attendees navigate through 
	 the extensive Expo grounds.

	 �Corn/Soybean/wheat/sorghum special emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 The situation and outlook for corn/soybeans and wheat.  Bonus distribution at the Commodity Classic - the major industry 
	 event sponsored by the American Soybean Association, National Corn Growers Association, National Association of 
	 Wheat Growers and National Sorghum Producers.

	 Mid-South Farm & Gin Show Official Program. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 The official show program for this major Mid-South event co-sponsored by Delta Farm Press. Copies of the program 
	 will be polybagged with the entire circulation of Delta Farm Press, the Alabama circulation of  Southeast Farm Press, 
	 and will be distributed at the show. This program will include exhibitor lists, floor plan and other information for those 
	 attending.

	 Delta Agricultural Digest. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 �Mid-South farmers depend on the Delta Agricultural Digest as an essential production tool. They just couldn’t think of 
starting a new growing season without this annual reference volume.  Growers and managers use the Digest all year .
for the latest information on seed variety trials, disease management, weed control, insect management, harvest aids, 

	 chemical application guidelines, precision farming, irrigation and a host of other production data for all the major .
	 crops in the Mid-South.
	

	 READEX . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 Ad readership studies enable advertisers to receive free feedback on the effectiveness of their ads in these issues.

	 Mid-South Farm & Gin Show (post-show issue) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 A complete wrap-up of this major event, including our special photo section and an in-depth look at information 
	 presented at the show.

	 Agricultural Technology and Irrigation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	� GPS, automated-steering, guidance systems, yield monitors and other sophisticated electronic equipment, combined with 
	 specialized software, now allow growers to more precisely manage inputs and overall farming efficiency. Water conservation 
	 through efficient irrigation is an additional important component of precision farming. This bi-annual (April and October) 
	 supplement will address the latest in precision technology.

	 Sunbelt Expo Field Day guide. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

	 The official 2009 Field Day Guide of the Sunbelt Expo offers a unique perspective on field demonstrations, features on

	 extension specialists and the Expo's farm manager, as well as product descriptions and techniques used by the companies . 

	 demonstrating their products at the Field Day. 
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	 Wheat Special Emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �With the increasing importance of wheat in grower cropping programs, a look at the variety choices available for fall planting, 
and the latest in wheat production information. The increase in grain production is also fueling demand for additional storage 
facilities and grain handling equipment.

	
Peanut Profitability Awards (pre-show issue). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 In cooperation with the Southern Peanut Farmers Federation, Farm Press created the Peanut Profitability Awards to 
	 recognize regional winners who produce the highest yields at the lowest cost per acre. 2009 marks the 10th anniversary
	 of the presentation of these highly coveted awards. Bonus distribution at the annual conference.

	 WATER management special emphasis
	 Continuing drought and costly water have made more efficient irrigation critical for growers. Our editors 
	 will provide a detailed picture of the problems confronting growers and techniques that are helping them make the most 
	 efficient use of limited water supplies.

	 Alfalfa/FORAGE Special Emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �Hay and forage production has increased significantly throughout the country the past few years as demand.
for high quality feed increases from dairies, cattle operations and horse owners. This issue will feature best management 
practices for alfalfa and other high quality forage and hay crops.

	
	 Sunbelt Expo official program . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �The ONLY official Sunbelt Expo Show Program will be distributed to the entire circulation of Southeast Farm Press and 
Delta Farm Press. An additional 30,000 copies will be distributed at the show.

	 �Agricultural technology and irrigation. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �A continuation of the April special emphasis, spotlighting on-going developments in this important technological area. 

	

	 2009/2010 COTTON Seed Varieties-Special Emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �Farm Press editors provide a detailed look at new developments in the cotton seed industry, the supply outlook, 
	 and variety trends.

	 PRODUCTION EFFICIENCY AND RISK MANAGEMENT-Special Emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 The key to profit for each of the major crops in the Farm Press coverage area, with emphasis on efficient management
	 of crop input costs such as fuel, water, chemicals and fertilizer plus risk management strategies. An in-depth examination
	 of what growers will focus on to make money in the new year.

	 Vegetables Special Emphasis . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �Diversification is spurring more farmers to include vegetables as part of their production lineup. This issue will focus on key 
topics such as chemical usage, rotation, and economic analyses, as well as feature stories of growers who’ve already 

	 successfully made the transition.          

	 GREAT INNOVATIONS AND TECHNOLOGIES IN AGRICULTURE. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 �A special supplement chronicling those companies and individuals that have helped make Sunbelt agriculture the envy of the 
world. A great opportunity for companies to "show and tell" their contributions to the progress of Sunbelt growers.

	 rice – special emphasis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

	 The situation and outlook for rice, spotlighting the recent USA Rice Outlook Conference. 
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Agricultural Technology and Irrigation

Great Innovations & Technologies

in Agriculture

14920 U.S. Highway 61
Clarksdale, MS 38614

JosÉ “Cowboy” MuÑoz says working with GPs

technology, including AutoTrac, is less tiring and 

less stressful than relying on markers to plant, 

plow and spray.

Alameda, who farms for a niche mar-

ket, growing leafy green vegetables dur-

ing the winter months in the low desert 

of Southern California’s Imperial County, 

uses subsurface irrigation on 

1.5 to 6-acre parcels, planting 

on 42-inch and 84-inch beds. 

 “We grow small acreages 

for large companies because 

they don’t want to do it,” he 

says. “It’s a hassle for them; 

to put together a sizeable 

crew and the management 

for a small profit isn’t economically via-

ble for them.” Most of the vegetable beds are 84-

inches, with a few 42-inches. Seeds are 

germinated up with sprinklers, after which 

the subsurface drip system takes over. 

Netafim 7/8 inch, 10 mil thick drip 

tape, buried three to four inches, has 

Typhoon emitters spaced 12 inches apart. 

The system also delivers pre-plant and 

growing season nitrogen.
“On average, I use one-third to one-

half less fertilizer with this system,” says 

Alameda, a third generation farmer. “And 

the fertilizer doesn’t leach out of the root 

zone.” 
The crops require one to two feet of 

water until harvest, and water runs once a 

week for five to six hours. N-pHuric acid 

is run through the tape, as needed, to flush 

out mineral deposits from the hard water. 

For aphid and whitefly control, imidaclo-

prid products are drip-applied.

Using subsurface drip instead of sprin-

kler or furrow irrigation has also increased 

yields by 20 percent to 25 percent on aver-

age, Alameda says, noting that advantages 

of wider beds and drip include keeping 

water in a smaller area, improved weed 

management, and ease of harvest. 

Alameda removes the tape after every 

crop, using equipment from Andros 

Engineering that he modified for specific 

soil conditions and planting sizes. The 

tape is checked for blockages and nicks, 

then sliced and repaired; it is reused five 

to six times.Alameda’s entry into drip irrigation 

began about a decade ago when a shipper 

asked its growers to try subsurface drip. 

“We all kind of got indoctrinated to it,” he 

says. “We bought and shared equipment.”

The plan was to use drip on 42-inch 

beds of head lettuce and romaine — but 

growers had a difficult time getting it to 

work efficiently. “If you can turn a 42-inch bed into 

an 84-inch bed and utilize drip in the 

production of other types of leafy greens, 

the plant population and yield increase,” 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

Getting thehang of dripPage 6

IrrigationschedulingPage 4 ImprovingefficiencyPage 8
Guidancea mustPage 10

I t’s 7:30 a.m. and Steve Alameda 

is eager to jump into his truck 

and begin early morning rounds 

at Sabor Farms in Winterhaven, 

Calif.  — checking small acreages of 

endive, bok choy, kale, cilantro, parsley, 

escarole, bunch spinach, napa cabbage, 

and other leafy green vegetables. 

Sabor is Spanish for “delicious,” and 

the aroma during a stop at a 6-acre 

cilantro field, grown for four different 

vegetable shippers, tantalizes one’s nos-

trils and taste buds. 

By CARY BLAKE
Farm Press Editorial Staff

cblake@farmpress.com

See DRIP, Page 2

BLAKE
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Drip tapea good fitfor nicheveggies

STEVE ALAMEDA, owner-operator of Sabor Farms, utilizes subsur-

face drip irrigation to water small acreages of leafy green vegetables 

on his 400-acre desert operation in Winterhaven, Calif. 
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