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By CARY BLAKEFarm Press Editorial Staff cblake@farmpress.com

T he University of Arizona (UA) Yuma 
County Cooperative Extension is 
employing technology to create 

possibly the first geo-referenced, field-
level precision traceback system in the 
leafy greens industry. The project utilizes a global position-

ing system (GPS) and a radio frequency 
identification (RFID) chip/tag to con-
struct a powerful, real-time, Web-based 

computer database of information during 
harvest. 

The information is transmitted by 
radio to an RFID tag on the 
just-packed produce carton 
in the field.Growers, shippers, food 

buyers, grocery stores, and 
consumers, with authoriza-
tion, could access specific 
information in seconds on 

the Internet.Recorded tags can include a plethora of 
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GPS and RFID combination allows
traceback tracking for leafy greens

GPS-RFID technology will revolutionize how produce is tracked in

the fi eld, says Kurt Nolte, University of Arizona Cooperative Exten-

sion, Yuma County.
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