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JOSÉ “COWBOY” MUÑOZ says working with GPS 

A s it makes a slow, misting arc, 
Marty White’s Valley center pivot 
doesn’t just irrigate corn and soy-

beans. Sandwiched between those two 

crops — corn to the east, beans to the 

west — is a long, thin wedge of rice. 
And, all things considered on this gray, 

mid-August day, the rice looks surpris-

ingly good.
White, who farms 11,000 acres with 

his sons east of Harrisburg, Ark. — is 

working with RiceTec’s Greg Simpson to 

see what it would take to grow rice suc-

cessfully in such a system. They expect water shortages to contin-

ue spreading through the Mid-South and 

figure the project could alleviate some of 

the inevitable problems. “I think every seed company is trying 

to build drought tolerance into all seed 

lines,” says White. “We’re all concerned 

about the amount of water it takes to 

grow crops. Drought tolerance will be 

important here, but in other parts of the 

world it’s absolutely critical. Maybe what 

we learn here can help feed poor, hungry 

people everywhere.”Here, water is plentiful, cheap to get, 

and the table recharges annually. But you 

don’t have to go very far — just west of the 
north-south Crowley’s Ridge 
— and water is limited. Even so, if the pivot rice 

proves feasible, “It would be 
great. We have some sandier 
fields and, at certain times of 
the year, we can’t get enough 
water on and across them. If 

this works out, we might only have to deal 

with some hot spots. “I’m very pleased that folks like Greg 

are thinking about this ahead of the time 

new water regulations come down. If we 

wait too late, options will be extremely 

limited.”
Growing rice under pivot may use less 

water but it creates a new set of problems. 

Chief among them are weeds. 
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Rice under center pivot‘looks surprisingly good’

EAST ARKANSAS GROWER Marty White, from left, is working with Larisa Golovko, RiceTec 

development scientist, and Greg Simpson, RiceTec development rep, on rice under pivot. 

“If this will work, it could be great,” says White. “We have some sandier fields and, at certain 

times of the year, we can’t get enough water on and across them. If this works out, we might 

only have to deal with some hot spots.”
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